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Ration Card e-KYC 2026: A Comprehensive Guide
to Biometric Verlflcatlon & PDS Benefits

New Delhi IThe Government of
India has intensified the digital trans-
formation of the Public Distribution
System (PDS) in 2026. To ensure
that subsidized food grains under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) and the National
Food Security Act (NFSA) reach the
intended beneficiaries, the e-KYC
process has been streamlined
through advanced Point of Sale
(PoS) technology.

What is Ration Card e-KYC?

e-KYC (Electronic Know Your
Customer) is a digital authentication
process that links a beneficiary’s
Aadhaar data with their Ration Card

(Personal Identity Data) block and
sends it to the CIDR
Identities Data Repository) for instant

(Central

matching.The Technical Workflow on
2026, PoS
machines have been upgraded with

PoS Machines-In

L1-level biometric sensors, which

offer higher security than previous

records. By 2026, this has shifted
from a one-time setup to a periodic

verification to eliminate “ghost” bene-
ficiaries and duplicate cards.The
process Aadhaar-based
Biometric Authentication (ABBA).
When a beneficiary places their fin-

uses

ger on a PoS scanner, the machine

generates an encrypted PID

models. Here is the technical break-

down of the \verific Dealer
Authentication: The Fair Price Shop
(FPS) owner initiates the session
using their own biometric or IRISData
Fetching: The ration card number is
entered, and the PoS machine fetch-
es the member list from the State

Food Portals.
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